Boosting and mainstreaming the bioeconomy - Science and
governance for the green transition, 2 December 2025

Setting the direction: Launching Europe’s New Bioeconomy Strat-

egy - opening session

Andreas de
versity of Cc

Andreas de Neergaard is Associate Dean for Educa-
tion at SCIENCE, University of Copenhagen.

He holds an MSc in Biology (Aarhus University, 1997)
and a PhD in Agroecology (2001).

He specializes in agroecology, sustainability, and ed-

ucation leadership with extensive international pro-
gram experience.
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Ekaterina Zeharieva, Commissioner Startups,
Reseach and Innovation

As Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innova-
tion, Ekaterina Zaharieva's task is to drive the EU's am-
bition to put research and innovation, science and
technology at the centre of our economy.

She will foster investment and cooperation, creating
the right conditions for researchers to thrive and de-
velop new skills, and the innovation needed for the EU'’s
competitiveness, security and sustainability goals.

Jeppe Bruus

Jeppe Bruus is minister for Green Transition. The Ministry
of Green Transition plays a key role in implementing and
bringing the agreement on a greener Denmark to life.

As part of the Agreement on a Green Denmark, the Min-
ister and the Danish Government have launched a
Growth Team on the Future of Food, Agriculture and Bi-
osolutions. The Growth Team is tasked with providing
recommendations on how Denmark can continue to
maintain and develop a strong, competitive, and devel-
opment-oriented  agricultural and food sector.

An important part of the team’s work is, among other
things, to strengthen the bioeconomy by focusing on
how to increase investments and infrastructure develop-

ment, as well as by fostering greater market demand for
bio-based products.
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Dr. Christian Patermann - Retired Director from
European Commission

Dr. Christian Patermann studied law, languages and
economics in Freiburg, Munich, Bonn, Lausanne and
Santander. He served for many years in the German
Federal Government, including as Science Counsellor
in Washington, spokesperson, Director of Cabinet and
Deputy Director General in the Ministry of Research
and Technology.

From 1996 he was Director for Environment, Climate
and Marine, and from 2004 Director for Agriculture,
Food, Forestry, Fisheries and Biotechnology in DG RTD,
where ped launch the Knowledge-Based Bio-

as advised public and private organ-
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The bioeconomy generation: Building a future we can believe in

Nanna Koefoed - EU Bioeconomy Youth
Ambassador

Nanna Koefoed is one of the EU Bioeconomy Youth
Ambassadors, ensuring young Europeans have a real
voice in shaping the future of Europe's bioeconomy.
- She is a biotec
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How do we boost the long-term competitiveness of the EU bioe-
conomy?

Agata Kotkowska - DG ENVI

Agata Kotkowska is Deputy Head of Unit at the Euro-
pean Commission’'s Directorate-General for Environ-
ment, where she leads work on the bioeconomy, sus-
tainable materials and circular industry value chains.

20 years of EU policy experience, she
or Green Deal initiatives at the intersec-
/eness, sustainability and finance.
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Dirk Carrez, Executive Director of the Bio-based
Industries Consortium

Dirk Carrez is the Executive Director of the Bio-based
Industries Consortium (BIC).

BIC brings together actors from different sectors to es-
tablish a pan-European bio-based industry. BIC also
represents t ivate sector in a PPP with the Euro-
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Michael Brandkamp - European Circular
Bioeconomy Fund

Michael Brandkamp is one of the three founders and
General Partners of the European Circular Bioecon-
omy Fund (ECBF).

Michael and his team’s goal are to speed up the trans-
formation from a fossil-based to a bio-based circular
economy in Europe.

The German entrepreneur wrote and executed the
business plan of High-Tech Grunderfonds (HTGF), the
-stage fund in Europe, investing in in-
gies and business models since 2005.
g director, he led HTGF until 2019.
of experience in investment and

venture capital industry.

Marzano Carmine, Senior Expert of the Bioe-
conomy Division at the European Investment
Bank

Carmin is currently working at the European Invest-
ment Bank on Bioeconomy projects, including inno-
vative biobased technologies for the production of
sustainable chemicals, materials and Advanced Biofu-
els.
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Session A: Can Europe produce more biomass while supporting
sustainability and biodiversity goals? (Small auditorium)

Uffe Jgrgensen, professor

Professor in sustainable intensification of crop produc-
tion and its use for bioenergy, feed, food and materials.

research on genotypic variation in yield
qguality, environmental and climatic as-
rop production and national inven-
esources.

Alessandra Zampieri, Director for Sustainable
Resources, Joint Research Centre, European
Commission

Since 1 October 2022, Alessandra is the Director for Sus-
tainable Resources of the Joint Research Centre (JRC),
the science and knowledge service of the European
Commission.
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Barna Kovacs - BIOEAST Initiative

Mr. Barna Kovacs serves as a Counsellor at the Perma-
nent Representation of Hungary to the EU, where he
spearheads Hungary's engagement in EU bioeconomy

policy.

He holds several key leadership positions, including
Secretary General of the BIOEAST Initiative and Vice-

Chair of the FACCE JPI.

He also represents Hungary in the SCAR, and on the
State Representative Groups of the CBE JU, focusing on
advancing research and innovation in the bioeconomy

Tobias Nielsen - European En
(EEA)

onment Agency

Tobias Nielsen is a circular economy expert at the Euro-
pean Environment Agency (EEA).

< His work focuses on the environmental benefits of the
circular economy, circular bioeconomy, and plastics.

Before joining the EEA, he worked in consultancy at IVL
and in research at Lund University.
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Session B: How do we prioritise and optimise the use of biomass
in Europe?

Peter Wehrheim, Head of Unit Directorate-General
for Research and Innovation

Peter Wehrheim is the Head of Unit for Bioeconomy and
Food Systems within the Directorate-General for Research
and Innovatio he European Commission in Brussels. He
Nt role in implementing the EU Bioe-
n shaping the EU’'s Food2030 re-

Nelly Azais - Agora Energiewende

Nelly Azais joined Agora Energiewende’s Brussels office
as Project manager EU energy & climate policy in Jan-
uary 2021. ‘
researcher
sector.




Jukka Kantola - World Bioeconomy Association

Jukka Kantola (M.Sc., eMBA) is a visionary leader in the
global circular bioeconomy with 30+ years of experi-
ence across Eu-rope and Asia. As Founder of the World
Bioeconomy Forum and Chair of the World Bioecon-
omy Association, he drives sustainable growth and in-
novation worldwide.

He has contributed to G20, COP, and EU bioeconomy
dialogues and co-authored Financing a Sustainable
Global Bio-economy (2024).

Michael L - DG AC

Michael Losch is a bioeconomy specialist in DG AGRI
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How do we build a sustainable market for bio-based products in

Rosalinda Scalia - DG RTD

Rosalinda Scalia is Deputy Head of Unit for Bioeconomy
and Food Systems in the European Commission’s Di-
rectorate-General for Research and Innovation. She
i 2rved in the Directorate-General for Health

as a policy officer for plant health.

ussels, she spent almost a decade

for the Italian Ministry of Agricul-

h the Spanish Food Safety Agency,
Jlarities in the food

Kristin Schreiber - DG GROW

Kristin Schreiber leads Directorate F: Chemicals, Bioe-
conomy and Retail in DG GROW. From 2015 to 2021 she
was Director for SME policy and the COSME Pro-
gramme and maintains a strong interest in SMEs.
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Agata Kotkowska - DG ENVI

Agata Kotkowska is Deputy Head of Unit at the Euro-
pean Commission’'s Directorate-General for Environ-
ment, where she leads work on the bioeconomy, sus-
tainable materials and circular industry value chains.

With more than 20 years of EU policy experience, she
has shaped major Green Deal initiatives at the intersec-
tion of competitiveness, sustainability and finance.

She is also a Senior Fellow at UC Berkeley's Institute of
European Studies, focusing on transatlantic coopera-
tion.

Dr. Evelyn Reinmuth - University of
Hohenheim

Dr. Evelyn Reinmuth heads the Bioeconomy Office at
Hohenheim University and manages the S-TEC Center
for Biointelligent Value Creation.

Evelyn specializes in modelling integrated systems for
bioeconomy solutions, focusing on quality parameters
of biobased intermediates. She coordinates Hohen-
heim'’s activities in the European Bioeconomy Univer-
sity Alliance core working group, co-chairs the BRAG-
FOST 25/26 Symposium for Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation, and is active on the BMWE Dialogue Plat-
form.

Through transfer, policy advice, and stakeholder coop-
eration, she advances industrial-scale bioeconomy and
food system transformation.

Peep Pitk - Fibenol

Peep Pitk holds a Ph.D. in environmental chemistry
and bio-process engineering from TalTech, specializing
in optimizing protein-rich side stre‘s and anaerobic
. digestion processes. .

In 2016, he joined the Fibenol team and has bee
ing the company’'s development journey. Starti
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How does the EU support the upscaling of the bioeconomy?

James Morrison - CMG

James Morrison has been Director for Healthy Planet in
DG Research and Innovation since 2025. He co-chairs
Horizon Europe Cluster 6 and chairs both the Circular
Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking and the All-Atlan-
tic Ocean Alliance.

ved as Director of the Regulatory Scru-
of Cabinet to the Commissioner for
and Policy Director in the Secretar-

Ben Durham - Department of Science, Technol-
ogy, and Innovation

Ben Durham is Chief Director of Bio-innovation at
South Africa's Department of Science and Innovation,
where he oversees implementation of the national Bio-
economy Strategy and innovation across agriculture,
health, industry, the environment and Indigenous
Knowledge Systems. His work strengthens the Na-
tional Syst of Innovation to deliver socio-economic
and enviro al benefits.

He serves as Deputy Chair of the GMO Act
- Council, sits on the Bioeconomy Metrics C
't‘and several resear ructure steering
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Nicolé Giacomuzzi-Moore - CBE JU

Nicolé Giacomuzzi-Moore has been working in Euro-
pean affairs for more than 20 years, with a focus on re-
search and in-novation policy, programme implemen-
tation and support to enterprises.

Before joining BBI JU (now CBE JU) as Head of the Ad-
Mministration and Finance Unit in 2016, he worked for
the European Commission’s Research Executive

Agency and for an Italian business association. He holds
a degree in economics and international trade.

CEO & co-founder of MATR Foods.

Has previously held executive positions in Arla Foods,
McKinsey & Company and Dalberg Group.

he New Normal: Mainstreaming the Bioeconomy for a Green Fu-
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Christine Lang - IACGB
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Claus Felby - Novo Nordisk Foundation

Claus joined the Foundation in 2019 to lead activities in
the bio-technology area, which encompasses biologi-
cal solutions for agriculture, food systems and energy,
drawing on nearly two decades of experience as Pro-
fessor of Biomass and Bioenergy at the University of Co-
penhagen.

He brings a long academic and industrial career as
both re-searcher and professor, having led major re-
search programmes and contributed to several pa-
tents. His work ranges from fundamental studies of en-
’ ganisms to industrial process devel-
international advisory roles and

assessment.

Karl Walsh - Department of Agriculture Food
and the Marine Ireland

Dr Karl Walsh is the Head of the Research, Bioeconomy
& Codex Division in the Irish Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine. He grew up on a mixed dairy and
beef pasture farm in the west of Ireland. He graduated
from University College Dublin (UCD) in 2003 with a de-
gree in Agricultural Science. He then went on to com-
plete a PhD at the Teagasc Grange Beef Research Cen-
tre in Co. Meath and UCD, supervised by Dr. Padraig
O'Kiely, Prof. Frank O'Mara and Prof. Toommy Boland. He
also holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Policy Analysis
from the Institute of Public Administration.

Karl joined the Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine in 2007. He has worked in a variety of areas,
including Livestock Breeding, Production and Trade,
Animal Feed and Fertiliser, Research, Econom
as the Agri ral Attaché in Irelands Em
France as well as its multilateral Mission to th
He was appointed Head of the Research, Bioe
‘and Codex Division in 2021.




The next chapter of the bioeconomy in Europe

Jeccika Roswall, Commissioner Enviromment,

Water resillense and competitive Circular Econ-
omy

As Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience
and a Competitive Circular Economy, Jessika
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