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We are losing species at a rate that is 100–1,000 

times higher than the normal background rate

~20% of the world’s species are at risk of extinction



Primarily due to resource extraction 

and area for production

Up to 70% of the Earth’s 

ecosystems are degraded



Does the biodiversity 
crisis matter to us 
humans?



Climate



25% of human-made CO₂ emissions are 

caused by the destruction of nature



The ocean absorbs about one-third of the 

CO₂ emissionscaused by human activities



Rivers that can overflow their 

banks mitigate the effects of 

heavy rainfall period

And help secure biodiversity

Wetlands lock in CO₂



Water



Freshwater per person 

on Earth (1000 m³)





Food



For the world’s 100 most important 

agricultural crops, yields would fall 

by 40–90% without pollination



95% of all food in the world is grown 

in the top layer of topsoil.

Half of the world’s most productive 

soil has been destroyed



Cocoa production and biodiversity

US Cocoa Prices as of June 21st 2024



Kakaoproduktion og biodiversitet





Thanks

Carsten Rahbek 

E-mail: 

crahbek@sund.ku.dk
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